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SPIRITUAL WAFARE IN WILDER WORLD

1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 

Lions are world wide admirable celebrities. Thousands travel to national parks and zoos to admire this majestic creature yearly. In the parks on Africa, during the day tourists hunt them down with camera as they roam freely in the parks.

Yet these deadly cats by nature are man potential eaters, though they lie unconcerned, and appears harmless under the trees during the day with their families as people passes by. In the night they hunt, destroy, and devour the same men whom they ignored during the day.

Lions are the most disciplined, and highly strategic hunters sticks diligently to their rules that has caused them to survive millions of years. No wonder they were liken to man’s greatest enemy. (1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:)

Our young innocent young men are gunned down by street gangs fighting each, our young women are raped, pimps and drug dealers prowl our  city seeking t befrend our young and 9-11 also tells us that we are living in a wilder, colder and dangerous world, we need to be more “sober and vigilant” in order to overcome. A park ranger in Africa discovered that the victims of these night killers have violated at least one or all of the five rules of survival in the wilder world when killed predicator.

We can draw a parallel of each of these five violations as rules of spiritual warfare.

RULE NO. 1: AVOID NIGHT TRAVEL

Lion are Nocturnal hunters it is at night they are most sensitive and become most accurate deadly in the pursuit of the prey. In the day most of them sleep duped with their fillings of the previous night. In Africa the killing of people by lions are done mainly by night, especially the refuges who travel alone to escape being captured in the day 

Avoid spiritual darkness and stay in the light in all that you say and do. Go into only to try to save or help some one out, and be well prepared to defend your self if attacked, never enjoy any dark thing while there. Always Remember that…” God is light and in him there is no darkness. “I John 1:5B”

Rule No.  2:  NEVER TRAVEL ALONE

Traveling alone in the wilder world is equivalent to a death wish. It is the single opportunity that a lions to exploit and attach. Always prepare for warfare by enlisting true and experienced prayer warriors that are experienced in the areas of you battle.

Proverbs 24:6 (KJV)  For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellors there is safety. 

Eccles. 4:9-12 (KJV)  Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labor. [10] For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. [11] Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? [12] And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

rule #2: ALWAYS TRAVEL WITH WEAPONS.

Always travel with the best weapons available that you can afford. Remember David used a slingshot and God went along with the stone to destroy Goliath. God can give you victory also with the least you can afford.

One must fight offensive and defensively. We must put on “ the whole Armour”.

Ephes. 6:10-20 (KJV) “..Be strong in the Lord, …Put on the whole Armour of God, … Stand, having your loins girt truth, put on breastplate of righteousness; [15] And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; [16] Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. [17] And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: [18] Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 

rule # 4: NEVER EXOSE YOUR WEAKNESS

The wise saying foe the old is “ never let them see you sweat”. Interpreted appropriately it means never show your weaknesses to your enemies. Spiritually, This means that for us to confront or face our enemies in the spirit of Christ, for to do so any other way is to inherently expose our weakness. Trying to face this world with our own strength is no strength at all, spiritually speaking. The world and the god of this world is too powerful for us alone. Our greatest strength is the power of the Spirit of God through Christ our Lord and deliverer.

Psalm 27:1-3 (KJV) A Psalm of David. The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? [2] When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. [3] Though a host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident. 

Rule no 5: NEVER RUN AWAY IN FEAR.

Lion nearly always become defensive and sometimes when confronted. Predator is always confused with a confrontational behavior with their victims. It causes them to check their aggressive assault even at the last possible moment. Giving the possible victim a moment of opportunity.

We must never run from  challenges in fair ( Prov. 25:26), though avoiding in advance when a fight is risky ( Proverbs 27:12 (KJV)  A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished. We must confront evil treats in the power of the Holy Spirit.  (1 Peter 5:9-10 (KJV)  Resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. [10] But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

INCORPOATION OF DISCIPLINES

1. Seeing Clearly: As helpers we must not always spiritualize everything. Jesus was never more frustrated but with people like these (Matt 23:1-36) fighting demons that doesn’t even exist or are not even around in many situations when the people they minister to need medicine or treatment of a different kind. On the other side there those who ca only see the cause from the natural side and never see the effects from a spiritual or psychological dimension. They never acknowledge the war in the invisible world. An effective helper will expose the needy to spiritual and natural agents of healing together with the right mix to bring healing.

2. From Defeat to Survival: In many situations survival is great gain and far better than living in bondage of anger, addiction, and sinful behavior and dividends thereof. Sharing in these victories gives great satisfaction and fulfillment as helpers.
3. From Survival to surfing: A unique few ever will not settle for just survival. They will settle for nothing less that a winning warrior. They will live and die for the purpose of freedom. Though the cost is high, they will spend their time and money in the personal choice of freedom. In this God rejoices
4. The Choice of Discipline: This is where we come face to face with the personal choice of discipline. This in other words where the rubber hits the road. Will humble my self to the disciplines of God’s will for or daily pursuit in life, Will I cease to pleasure my self in “ works of the flesh” or will I allow death to come to it daily by the power of God spirit and other agents of help. Will you go all the way for wholeness? I you chose to it will only cost you a defeated life, the rearward is a life of fruitfulness in all dimensions as God intended.
